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FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Decoding 

Nuclear 

Jargon 

By Flora Lev^is 

PARIS, Nov. 25 — Pre=sident Rea- 
gar and First Setcr^tary Andropov 
have made paralle] proclamations of 
coDtiBued interest in arms control, 
and par allel pledges in effrct to c on* 
tjniie the arms race. Each v^ts trying 
Simultaneously to a fri^t- 

fcTied world and to saU5^» his own miH» 
iE:rv-ir>du5Lrifa j complex . 

It might be considertsd a fancy 
game, tj^oept that the "bargaining 
chips’* are not symbolic. TTtey arc 
oany billions of reaj_gallars’ worth of 
mis siles th at can Jly end life 
a L£ we Vmcw it in the real w oii d. 

Njw it is lime for to 

seize the issud The has ^>eeii 

Spread that tbev~CKn dr-al 

Bimplidtjes, ancfthEi 


with 

7 list be 




l eh tc ejr:«ens to a vo’d th£ ^c ve dan« 
^ ot y[}us I'^ TrTi ?dec beren rdn- 
fjrtsadT7> the lush g v-'h of [arg-on 
*iun 'H:ig rue! ear st ’-£ tag- . 

But ft isn’t im^^rtrable. The cen¬ 
tral n"-e>orlng is perv?jve bat simple. 
The >'asT ntidear arsenals a^e 

to de:er<^^ bj it dear 

that le jjxdtirg an atu d will assure 
sdt victory the aggres¬ 

sor. It is 0r5i eman to call the MX 
•* pea re_Vc?r per,” and we are ap¬ 
proaching ISrM. Tl/e effuit must 
n. ade to d rrcxid e the j Erg on. 

. perhaps llie major a’cment of can- 
fusion in the current debate i s the dif- 
- ferg)ce between fert of nuc lear 
weapons arid "fjrst st^rne/ ’ and the 
mtardrig of 'Vume^-tibriity.” They 
-ha •t prtacis^ defjijiiv-as. 

Of course, we arr vulr»errhSe to m»- 
~diiJ ana cl 5»o l.~frg ts a vngle atomic 
weejon erlFts There It no fe*en5ie. in 
t h? serisr t>>sr an ajiirt--r:l w^pco c an j 
fe *a-V before it fts taj^e t. 

ibe strate gic cor‘C4:pt ol "v^Sx^rabU- 
iq’," Low'e ve:, refers tc- tlir possibility 
of losing the cen^ain ca;-adty* to hit 
tji* cl. afi er a ' ‘ r^rn strl> c. ” 

"First sirlle’b iDf-ans ® ^ 

uTerta^lSt 
rjpojiority by 
wipLrg out b large proportion of the 
oO‘»e:' sice’s arser^s! s-d ft can nc; longer 
offer a crt-dible th'^l. 

Some wespms art more iisshlf for 
k "frst sLni.t” thax- others. Subma- 
rlne-b-ased missL'er aren’t considered 
to ha ve tilt neces sary accurhcy to hit 
enemy silos. Nor a-e they "Vulner- 
— able" to a "first stn’lc" because it’s 
SZ‘ hard to pin;*olr/ rubs. 

IntajTDeditte and long-range land- 
based missiles a-t Iht main culpril£. 
The U S belirw es the big Soviet mis- 
tDei, aj>d fo: Euro>-e the coiild 

jle^*vcr a "first VltIIc.** It therefore 
VospfcCtS Lht Serrjets plaX OD^h€C*.\»^ 
tj es? amra make up most of tS& nu- 
c>tar Ftr ength. 




The MX ml^t or might not iurvive, 
fl^body can prove or disprove that, 
^iit with Its accuracy and 10 wraiheadts 
missile, it could be used for a 
-* ’first strike” against the Sovieti. 
'^fjep. Albert Gore has proposed a 
bipartisan arms control offer, 
jamong other thlngi Jlmltlng wayhojid f 

would 

maleli "first strike” Incredibie for ei¬ 
ther side. So far, the U.S. Insists that 
the fact tha^h didn’tagfte ttie ScMet 
Unloc when It vastft^^orlty is 
assurance enou^ that It n^w^wlll. 
Ko^t surprisingly, the Rossiins 
to rely on their own arsenal now mkts, 
they’have one. 

A "first roike” Is one way of starl¬ 
ing a Dudear exchange, but not the 
gorily one. "No first use” means what it 
»ys, that the country making the 
promise will never be first to use any^ 
kind of nude^weapoc oc an v target 
ev^duri^v^ ^ ^ 

Leonid Br^inev’ prodalmed last 
spring that this Is now Soviet policy. 
U.S. offidtls did Dot take It seriously 
D PI probe fo: detai ls, since they have 
sieer n o change in Soriet deploymen ts 
[ jjT pn>:i3u~e5 to c am>~ir.ce Ibem there is 
^ more tr* tht p-'t^dge pupeganda. 

Some allies ar*d former U.S. offi¬ 
cials think th at is a mistak e and that 
the question should be j^-iued. 

NATO has al^y^ planned "first 

"^ord and shield” The 

thesis is that while thi Soviets have 
more conv-entiana- fu^-ce. they can be 
!de5erred from using it by the threat of 
nudeaj reprisal. 

At first, in the !56C's,N ATO planned 
""massive retallati jd" brca’.isc the 
y S. only bad big aijd the Sovi¬ 

ets couldn’t mstcL th^m. That Is^ti]] 
Fi roch strotfciTV ’. a’th:>-.gh the French 
arsesial Is tiny cc*m*-Er^ to that of the 
superpowers. The Ffroch cc^jld never 
fdv^ UD their nlari of ’’first use” w ith- 
giving u p their claim to ind ^eod- 
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ini defe nse! .. _ ^ 

Teschnolog}' ai>d Kennedy 

changed NATO’s d>cl:ine from "mas- 
$lyt retaliaticjn” to "ferible re¬ 
sponse,” a plan to u^^e n.^naH pudear 
‘weapons if early ba.rtles w ere lost, 
threaten to "escalate” to bigger and 
bigger otjes if the Etta c\ r*rirsistod. 

Now, NATO’s comnander, Gen. 
B-emaj^ Rogers, auvmcalas a shift to 
^’dd early fh^i use” ly ay idring high 
techroVjCT (RCTenDDoal^ weapons , 
ifhlch c^d strike l^ene^ 

t eiriUjry to pres ent rgmforcem q^. 
This w ould gr l>^Jtute for the dan to 
u se short-rcr^e pud ear arm s at the 

"Rnt W ^ild rxiff a loTmare. and 
the alTes havT sb:wTi little Interest In 
this_al!emfi *3vt tc* tl»e plan for limited 
Dud&ai WTT in Europe. 

There is a dilemma, but MX won’t 
; solve it. The first urgen! need is to ne- 
gotiate away fears of a "first strike,” 
which could bring W'ar by panicky 
miscalculation. The jargon shouldn’t 
mask the fact that it Is possible to 
b.^e the arms race without cantem- 
plating FTujrender. 
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